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ACCOUN T 


BEHAVIOUR of /ILLIAM late 
Earl of Kilmarnock, &c. 


JH E firſt acceſs, I had to the late un- 
happy Lord K:Imarnock, was on Thurſ- 
4J day the ſeventh inſtant in the evening, 
very ſoon after the order for my admittance 
was brought to General Williamſon. And I 
well remember, that I introduced my /er:ous 
diſcourſes with him in words to this effect--- 
That being deſired to aſſiſt him, in his pre- 
paration for the important and awful ſcene 
that was before him, I could not decline, 
= however it might ſhock my nature, fuch a 
= neceſſary act of humanity; that, within the 
* ſcope and limits of my character, I readily 
devoted my utmoſt ſervices to him: But that 
it would be abſolutely indecent in me, to at- 
tempt to meddle with the c:4z/ part of the 
affair between the Government and him, un- 
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leſs I was properly called upon; and then J 
would fairly and impartially declare the truth 
--- That 1 took it for granted, from his 
Lordſhip's ſending for me, that he would al- 
low me to deal freely with him, and did not 
expect to be flattered, nor to have the ma- 
lighity of his crimes diſguiſed or ſoftened : 
For it was my opinion, that the wound of his 
mind, occaſioned by his publick and private 
vices, muſt be 8 and ſearched to the 
boitom, before it could be capable of receiving 
any remedy ; and that if he difapproved of 
this method, I thought I could be of 10 ſer- 
vice to him, and deſired to be excuſed from 
any further attendance.” 

His Lordſhip allowed --- * That | it would be 
unbecoming in me to interfere in things remote 
from my office; that he did not expect, nor 
would ever urge, any thing I thought incon- 
fiſftent with it; that ſimplicity and freedom of 
ſpeech were the only things that could do him 

good ; and that it was now no time to pre- 

varicate with me, and play the hypocrite 
with God, before whoſe tribunal he might fo 
thortly appear.” 

After this general introduction, 1 thought the 
next ſtep neceſſary to be taken, in order to a- 
waken him thoroughly to a due ſenſe of his 
guilt, was, to perſuade him to look upon him- 
ſelf as a criminal, whoſe ſentence of death was 
ſcarce more zz, than the execution of it was in- 
evitable, Self-preſervation, and the love of life 
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(it was obvious) were not only ſtrong principles 
in human nature, but, to one in his circum- 
ſtances, very inſinuating and dangerous princi- 
ples. I therefore preſſed him earneſtly --- Not 
to ſuffer himſelf to be amuſed by vain and de- 
luding hopes. I told him, that by what I 


could collect, from the general ſenſe of the 


people and the public call for juſtice, there 
was no probability of his obtaining a reprieve; 
and that while his mind was /uſpended between 
hope and fear, it muſt be proportionably di- 


ſtrated; and, of conſequence, unable to recol- 


le and exert its whole ſtrength and force 
in ſuch a manner, as was neceſſary to pro- 
duce in him that deep contrition, and bitter 
remorſe, for his heinous and aggravated crimes, 


and that true temper of penitence, which alone 
could recommend him to the Divine Mercy.” 


To this he replied --- © That indeed when he 
conſulted his. reaſon, and argued calmly with 
himſelf, he could ſee no probable ground on 
which to expect mercy ; but ſtill the hope of 
life would often intrude itſelf : And he was a- 


fraid, that this might be attended with another 


ill conſequence beſides what I had mentioned, 
vi. That when the warrant for his execu- 


tion came down, he ſhould not only have 
the ferror of the ſentence to conflict with, but 


alſo the diſappointment of his too fond and 
flattering hope. He therefore aſſured me, that 
he endeavoured, to the utmoſt of his power, 
to repel it; and that the main bent of his 

thoughts 
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thoughts was towards the infinitely more mo 
mentous concern of perfecting his repentance, 2 
and preparing for death and eternity.” Mt 

As to the great crime of his rebellion, for which 
he had merited and juſtly received the ſentence 
of death, he expreſſed himſelf without the leaſt 1 
heſitation or reſerve. He aſſured me, That, 
in the hours of his confinement and ſolitude, ß, 
he had felt it lye as a ſevere and heavy load upon 
his ſoul; and particularly upon theſe two ac- 
counts, which were peculiar aggravations of his 
guilt: That he had been a rebel againſt his cn 
ſcience and inward principles ; and in violation 

of his oath ſolemnly and often repeated. 

To this I replied, That indeed the breach 
of his oath, one of the moſt ſacred of all re- 
hzious and ſocial ties, and acting in direct re- 
pugnance to thoſe revolution principles which 
he had formerly profeſſed, and from which in 
ſentiment, he never ſwerved, were high aggra- 
vations of his wickedneſs, and ſhould ſtrike his 
mind with the deepeſt remorſe and horror : But 
that he ought to extend his reflections farther, 

| in order to take in the whole compaſs of his guilt 

| with all its dreadful circumſtances ; that ſo foul 

2 a crime could not be ſincerely repented of, 

| without the bittereſt contrition and humiliation 

of foul; in-order to which, 4 full view of its 

malignity, both in its nature and conſequences, 
was abſolutely neceſſary. I therefore repre- 1 
ſented to him, © that the rebellion in which he 
had raſhly engaged, was entirely unprovoked and HK, 
ungrateful, 
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ungrateful, and, of conſequence, moſt unjuſt and 


unnatural ; that the King's right to the crown 


was, even in his Lordſhip's own opinion, incon— 


0 teſtable, and his government had ever been mild 


and gracious ; and that, in the fame period of 
time, the ſubje& had never enjoy'd {ince the 
conqueſt, that is for near 700 years, ſuch a 
courſe of uninterrupted and wncontrouled liberty, 
as ſince the acceſſion of the preſent Royal Fa- 
mily to the throne,” I told him farther, that, 
by joining the rebels, he had not only attack'd 


the perſonal rights of the King and his illuſtrious 


houſe, but endeavour'd to deſtroy the national 
happineſs, and fruſtrate the hopes of poſterity; 
that he had been 2n/?rumental in diffuſing con- 


ſternation and terror through the land, obſtruc- 


ting commerce, giving a ſhock to the publick 
credit, in the depredation and ruin of his coun- 
try ; and ought to conſider himſelf as an ac- 
ceſſary to innumerable private oppreſſions and 
murders :* His Lordſhip added, with a ſenſible 
concern, Nea, and murders of the innocent too ! 
The whole of this charge he readily admitted, 
and frequently with tears, and offering up ſhort 
fervent petitions to God for mercy. 
But when I mentioned to him the conſe- 
quences of the rebellion, that its natural tendency 


was to the utter ſubverſion of our excellent 


free conſtitution, to extirpate our holy religion, 


and introduce the monſtrous ſuperſtitions and 


crueltics of popery, and the unbounded miſchiefs 
of arbitrary power Here he at ft heſitated, 
3 and 


(3) 
and did not ſeem to have ſo clear a conviction, 
as I thought was neceſſary to render his re- 
pentance compleat. He ſaid, he had confider'd 
this as a thing poſſible, or, at moſt, as a remotely 
probable conſequence, but had not looked upon 
it as ſo cloſely connected with the ſucceſs of the 
rebellion, as was generally imagined. That, as 
far as he could learn from all the converſations - 
he had with the Pretender's ſon, and all the 
knowledge he could gain of his ſentiments, he 
was not a pes that had a real concern for 
any outward profeſſion of religion ; he thought 
therefore, that, to introduce popery, he would 
not run the riſque of defeating his main de- 
ſign; that the experience, which his pretended 


family had had of the ill effects of making any 


violent attacks upon the conſtitution and liber- 
ties of this country, would make him cautious 
and deliberate; or hoped, that the generous 
invincible ſpirit of Br:7z/þ liberty would render 


all ſuch attempts unſucceſsful : For that he 


himſelf was never, in the utmoſt heat of his 
rebellion, a well-wiſher to tyrannical power 
and popery, which 14% he could never em- 
brace; without entirely renouncing his under- 
ſtanding as a man.“ ** 
To this I anſwer' d, That I was ſorry to find 
his Lordſhip had been impoſed upon by ſuch vain 
and fallacious reaſoning ; that if what he had 


ſaid of the ſor was really true, yet the father, 


whoſe ſpurious claim he came to aſſert, was, by 


all accounts, an inflexible biggot to the RomſÞ 


- „ 


= ſuperſtition ; that it could not be imagin'd, but 
that the young Pretender alſo, having been 
= chiefly educated at Rome, thought himſelf un- 
der the ſtrongeſt obligations to promote the 
ſame cauſe; that the manifeſto he had pu- 
*bliſh'd was in the ſame ſtrain with the de- 
cClaration of King James II. viz. that he inten- 
died to allow to all his ſubjects free liberty of 
conſcience ; which, the proteſtant people of 
England plainly ſaw, was intended to open po- 
_ piſh maſs-houſes, and, under the colour of this 
indulgence, to bring in a ſwarm of prieſts to 
corrupt and poiſon the land; that, without 
doubt, the courts of France and Spain would 
never have attempted to ſupport this »ſurpation, 
without having directly ſtipulated in favour of 


SHEN 


religion, the great ſupport of Britiſh liberty ; 


nation of the people, (who, by collecting the 
XZ ;oth part of their force, were able to have tram- 
Z pled down the rebels under their feet, and to 
have extinguiſhed every ſpark of this unnatural 
&; conſpiracy) they ſhould have come into poſſeſ- 
= ſion of preſent power; yet it could not be ima- 


in virtue of his foreign dominions, and who would 
be ſupported by the proteſtant ſtates of Eu- 

rope, and, in all probability, by the houſe of 
Auſtria too, in order to preſerve a juſt balance, 
and reftrain the exorbitant power of France) 
3 B . muſt 


2 popery, and for the extirpation of the proteſtant 


4 that if, through the puſillanimity and conſter- 


gined, but that the King (who was a great prince 


(30): B 
muſt make long and vigorous efforts to recover 
his legal right; that the pretender's government 
could therefore never be eſtabliſhed, without a 
French ſtanding army to inſult and awe the na- 
tion: Which would only be granted upon con- 
dition of our making a baſty and nglorious 
peace, betraying the moſt important and va- 
Juable parts of our commerce, and ſeems to ren- 
der the ſacrifice of our religion and liberties not 
only highly probable, but abſolutely inevitable. 
This is the fubſtance of our converſations up- 
on this head; in the cloſe of which he de- 
clared, That he ſaw theſe conſequences in a 
quite different light from what they had ever 
appeared to him in before, and ſincerely lament- 
ed his having any hand in entailing ſuch evils 
upon his country.“ And when I told him, 
That I ſuppoſed he had never allowed him- 
ſelf to enter deeply and ſeriouſly into the ſub- 
ject ;* he faid, © That, in truth, he was not 
very fond of thinking much about . it, but ra- 
ther inclined to flatter and delude himſelf. 

When I asked him, © what could be his mot ive 
to engage thus in the rebellion againſt his con- 
ſcience, in defiance of God, and in violation of 
ſacred oaths, and, conſequently, in contempt 
of all laws divine and human, all tyes of ju- 
ſtice and honour,” He anſwered, © That the true 
root of all was his careleſs and diffolute lite, 
by which he had reduced himſelf to great and 
perplexing difficulties ; that the exigency of his 
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0 Wis 
Y affairs was in particular very prefling at the timo 
of the rebellion ; and that, beſides the general 
"'M hope he had of mending his fortune by the ſuc- 
" © ceſs of it, he was alſo tempted by another pro- 
" | ſpect of retrieving his circumſtances, if he fol- 
low'd the pretender' s ſtandard. His love of va- 
nity, and addictedneſs to impurity and ſenſual 
4 pleaſure (he ſaid) had not only brought pol- 
lution and guilt upon his ſoul, but debaſed his 
reaſon, and, for a time, ſuſpended the exerciſe 
of his ſecial affections which were by nature 
ſtrong in him, and, in particular, the Jove of 
his country: 80 that his rebellion was a kind of 
| deſperate ſcheme, proceeding originally from his 
Voices, to extricate himſelf from the diſtreſs of 
hies circumſtances, I told him, * that I hoped 
be was ready to acknowledge 'the wiſdom of 
Providence, in ſo ſettling the train and order of 
dhings in the moral world, as that a life of le- 
vity and extravagance, naturally led to other 
the moſt fatal extreams. And this perſuaſion 
would make him humble in his preſent condi- 
tion, and thoroughly refgned to the will of 
EZ heaven. He himſelf went further than this, 
and ſaid, That it was not only a w/e and 
B righteous, but might, to him, be a good and mer- 
32 ciful Providence; that he had often acknow- 
ledged it to God as an unſpeakable mercy to his 
* ſou], that he did not fall at the battle of Cul- 
i: baden, quite unreflecting and impenitent; that 
if the rebellion had been ſucceſsful; he ſhould 
have gone on increaſing his guilt, and have had 
B 2 many 


(12) 


many more oppreſſions and murders to account 


for before God; and that it was moſt likely, 


that he would have continued to purſue his old "N 


courſe: of guilt and infamy, without ever re- 
collecting himiclf; or entertaining any ſerious _ 
thought of repentance. He ſaid, that he was 
conſtantly endeavouring to work himſelf to 
greater penitence, and a more compleat temper _ 
of reſignation, as well knowing that from 
thence alone his true comfort and rational 
calmneſs of mind could ſpring ; and that he 
had often made uſe of theſe words of Chriſt, 
Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from 
me : Nevertheleſs not as I will, but as thou wilt-- 
but had ſometimes been check'd by this thought, 
that it was a mixture of profaneneſs with piety, 
for him who had been ſo great a ſinner, and 
deſerved death, to addreſs himſelf to God in 
the ſame language with his blefſed Saviour, 
which was perfectly innocent. KS | 
Beſides impreſſing upon his mind a deep ſenſe 
of his public guilt, © I urged him to a fincere 
recollection of all his more private vices. That 
he ſhould not endeavour to excuſe and palliate, 
but repreſent them to his mind with all their 
aggravations; that the great buſineſs of the ſhort 


time of life, which ſeemed at preſent to be al- 


lotted to him, ſhould be to ſoften and humble 


his foul, and to make his ſorrow and repen- 


tance for his fins more deep and lively, and ac- 8 
quire a diſpoſition of mind, alienated as much 
as poſſible from the love and reliſh of his for- 
| 72 mer = 


A393) 
mer impurities ; that without this he could have 
nothing to recommend him to God's mercy, 
nor any well grounded hope of it; and it would 
be impoſſible for him to enroy the ſpiritual and 


Z ſublime happineſs of heaven, even if he ſup- 


poſed that he might be admitted to reſide in 
heaven; that the moſt effectual method he 
could take to get a ſtrong deteſtation of, and 
averſion to, fin, was to reflect frequently on 
the malignity, deformity, and horror of it in 
itſelf, as a ſtain to his reaſon, and the moſt ig- 
nominious depreſſion of his nature, as pervert- 
ing that wiſe and beautiful order which God 
had eſtabliſhed in the creation, and deſtroying 
that perfection and happineſs among reaſonable 
beings, for which he originally formed them; 
as a contrariety to his pure and ſpotleſs excel- 
lence, an affront to his ſupreme authority, a 
contempt of all his promifes of mercy to the 
penitent, and ingratitude againſt the beſt of Be- 
ings, to whom he was under the higheſt ob- 
heations, and whoſe goodneſs is unmeaſurable 
and infinite, Theſe motives of ingennity, I 
repreſented to him as the only ſources of a ge- 
nuine contrition and repentance, and not the 
gloomy proſpect of a violent death here, nor 
even the fear of more terrible puniſhment here- 
after. I exhorted him to let theſe conſidera- 
tions be, as far as was poſſible, always before 


him: For, that according to the evidence he had 


of his deep and unfeigned penitence, and in pro- 


2? Portion to that alone, could he have any ſolid 


expecta- 
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(24) 
expectation or hope of a pardon. I obſerved to 
him, that among the vices, which he had 
been guilty of by his own confeſſion, was the 
{in of impurity: Upon this head, therefore, I 
deſired him to take particular care to examine 
and purge himſelf, as a vice which, of all o- 
thers, more immediately defiled the mind, and 
rendered it averſe to offices of virtue and piety ; 
and to conſider, that ſome zmpurities were of a 
much more malignant and heinous nature than 
others, groſſer violations of our neighbours 
right, and vaſtly more injurious in their conſe- 
quences,” The reſult of our converſations on 
this ſubject, at different times, was this, that 
he found himſelf, as he told me, more and 
more weaned from the love of ſenſual pleaſures, 
and hoped that his remorſe, on account of his 
paſt irregularities, proceeded from an inward 
deteſtation of them, and a ſenſe of gratitude 


and duty to God.“ 


| He deſired me to adminiſter the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper to him, which at firſt I 
declined, without abſolutely refuſing it. And 


my reaſon was this, that I choſe not to do it 
till I had authority . General Williamſon to 


tell him, that there remained no hope of his life. 
Then I thought I ſhould have clearer evidence, 
if he ſtill continued in the fame zngenuous tem- 
per, that his confeſſions and repentance were 


| fincere; and J conſented at laſt only upon this 


condition, that he would allow Mr. Fowler, 


the oentleman- goaler of the Tower to be | ang 


ent, 
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(15) 
ſent, and renew his acknowledgments before 
him. To this he made no objeCtion ; and the 
queſtions which I propoſed to him, together 
with his anſwers, were in ſubſtance as follows. 

Do you acknowledge, with deep penitence 
and contrition, the guilt of the late unprovoked 
unnatural and wicked rebe/l:on in which you en- 
gaged ; the ſtare you had, by being involved 
in it, in the oppreſſions and murders of your 
fellow ſubjects, and the deſolation and ſpoil of 
pour native country; your great guilt in rebel- 
ling againſt your 7/7 and larful King, and a- 
gainſt a mild and gracious Government? I do. 
Are you ready to declare, that it is your 
> ſtedfaſt reſolution to pet in this humble con- 
=” feſſion to the laſt, and to pray for the proſpe- 
rity of King GeoRGE, the eſtabliſhment of 
his royal houſe, and the welfare and peace 
of your country, with your dying breath? 7 
*: readily declare this to be my ſteady purpoſe. 
Do you alſo, with ſhame and humiliation 
before God, acknowledge the irregularities and 
exceſſes of your private life; and will you en- 
deavour to form your mind to a deeper and 
deeper repentance for both your publick and 
more perſonal crimes? This is my 6 16 8 
which I will adhere to by the help of God. 

Be pleaſed to declare, that you expect 10 
benefit at all from receiving the ſacrament, if 
your remorſe and penitence be not ſincere. 1 
do not think, that it will be of any ſervice to 
me, 

| I 


(16) K 
I defire, in the laſt place, that you will alſo f 
declare, what of your own accord you have 
mentioned to me before --- That you confider 
yourſelf, in this act of receiving the ſacrament 
under your preſent critical and melancholly cir- 7 
cumſtances, as making an implicit appeal to Fv 
God, that you expect no mercy from him, if Wa 
your confeſſions are feigned and hypocritical ; 
and that you look upon the death of Chit 7 
(which you are now ſolemnly to commemorate 


as a ratification of God's covenant of mercy to 
| unfeigned humble penitents, and to them alone) 

8 as both a ſtrong encouragement and motive to 

| you, to indeavour to ſtrengthen and perfect your #+ 
1 repentance. I conſider the whole of this in the 
1 light, in which it has now been repreſented. 

_ I ſhall only add under this head, that a/ the t 
3Y | confeſſions of this unfortunate Lord appear'd Wt 
[| 5 to me to be free and ingenuous: He never 
j ſcrupled the queſtions that were asked him, nor 


took the leaſt time to meditate and prepare an 
anſwer, His confeſſions, likewiſe, were per- 
fectly conſiſtent and uniform, and never varied 
as to the general ſubſtance; and in no other 
circumſtance than this, which will be thought 
haps to redound to his honour, that he con- 
tinued to the laſt recollecting and ſearching him- 
ſelf, and declaring particular incidents as they 
occurred to him, which tended, upon tie whole, 
not to the extenuation, but to the heightening 
of his'crime. And a few days before his death 
he faid, that he thought he ſhould rather 5 

c er 


(17) 

Leer. the ſpeedy execution of the ſentence, which 
was juſtly paſſed upon him, than a longer cons 
& tinvance in life, if he was {ure that he ſhould 
be again entangled by the ſnares and temptati- 
ons to which he had formerly, yielded: What 
de really--be-the event, it he was. let looſe 
among the gaities and. pleaſures of life, he did 
not certainly know, and ſomewhat dreaded 3 
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but in the declartion he had made, he though f 
5 of he found himſelf clear.” | | 
Heavy charges of inbumani ty and cruelty, I » || 

) = told-him,. were ſpread among the. people con- 3 | 
) | um ch kim; and. by many believed. I defired | | ot 
him therefore to be honeſf. and, free in clearing Wt 
his- conſcience of ſuch a load of moſt unnatural = 1 


1 Wen by anſwering to the following interroga- 


ons, which included in them the ſubſtance of ii 
FT ere And J here ſubjoin, fon the pe- ll 
ruſal of the publick, the queftions as J propo- il 
bed, and have now tranſcribed them from a j 
paper written before I went to the Tower, and 

- j bie diſtinct reply to each. 

| Was your e k in che Pretender 8 

r council at Inverneſs, or any other place, before 

t che battle of Culls en, where it was propoſed 

io deſtroy the priſoners taken by the rebels? —_ 
- 8 T7carn of fimterely and freely * — No. 1 
Was you ever preſent in council where this 1 
„was propoſed ? No. 

Did yon ever move for ſuch an. dent No. 

1 Did you ever Aan ſuch an order ? No. 


r 5 C | Did 


yourſelf guilty of any cruelties, by you autho- 1 


had been confined to his bed by a fever; that 


618) 3 

Did you ever carry an order of this kind to 
the French general Szapleion ? Did you ever, in 
his preſence, approve of ſuch an order ? Did 
you at any time, hearing it had been commu- 
nicated to him, encourage and excite him to 
the execution of it? To all which he anſwer'd "4 
in the ſame manner, No. E 

Did you ever know, or hear, that ſuch a 
thing, or an order to give no quarter, was de- 
bated, or agreed to, or ſigned in the rebel 
army, till you was taken by the King's forces, 
and a priſoner at Inverneſs? Or do you know 5 


$5 8 8 » 4 5 va 5 I LE 2 
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rized or committed, againſt the King's ſoldiers 
or ſubjects taken priſoners by the rebels? The 
anſwer to both theſe queſtions was the ſame as 
before. 8 
As to what paſſed in the church of IJ Nini- 
ans, he told me, that he knew nothing at all 
of it till, upon the retreat of the rebel army, he 
was at ſome diſtance from Stirling, where he 


the firſt notice he had of it, was the noiſe of ® 
blowing up the church, of which he could 
never get any but an indiſtinct and confuſed 
account; that it was repreſented by the rebels 
as accidental; but concerning this he could cer- 
tainly fay nothing, only* as to himſelf he ſo- 
lemnly declared, that he had no knowledge be- 
fore-hand of, nor any concurrence in a n ef 
act of cruelty. I told him however, that hc 
was charged with an inſtance of barbarity tos 

I de 
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the priſoners confin'd in the church at Inver- 
neſs, And the account which he gave of the 
fact, is as follows —That there were orders iſ- 
ſued by the Pretender's ſon, to ſtrip them of 
their cloathing, for the uſe of ſome of the 

highland rebels; that the warrant for executing 
this order was ſent to him; that he did not 
enter the church in perſon, but committed the 
execution- of it to an inferior officer ; that the 
priſoners, at firſt, refuſed to ſubmit, upon which 
there was a ſecond order, and their cloaths were 
taken from them ; but that i in the mean time, 


the perſon, ſtiled the French ambaſſador, repre- 


ſented to him, that this was an outrage, which 
he thought ſcarce juſtihable by , the law of na- 
tions, and the rules of war; he therefore, 

while the cloaths lay in heaps, with proper cen- 
tinels over them, in the ſtreets of Inverneſs, 
went up to the Pretender's fon, and repreſent- 
ed the matter in the light in which the French 
ambaſſador had ſtated it, and according to what 
were his own ſentiments likewiſe ; upon which, 
as it was feared that ſuch uſage might make an 
ill impreſſion upon the minds of the people, 

the cloaths were again reſtor'd ; and this, he a- 
verred to me, was the whole of the truth, as 
far as it ever fell under his knowledge. 

For myſelf, I muſt do this unhappy criminal 
the juſtice to own, that he never appeared, du- 
ring the courſe of my attendance upon him, to 
be of any other than a ſoft benevolent diſpoſi- 
tion. His behaviour was always remarkably mild 

C 2 and 


(20) 
and temperate, I could diſcern no reſentment, 
no diſturbance or agitation in him. This in- 
deed I feared (as perſons in his melancholy cir- 
cumſtances are generally apt to think, that 
they ought to have the preference in caſes of re- 
prieve or pardon) when I was firſt informed cf 
Lord Cromarty's reprieve; and therefore in the 
morning before I waited on him, I prepared 
myſelf to quiet and mollify his mind. But one 
of the fir{t things he ſaid to me was, that he 
was extreamly glad that the King's mercy had 


been ſhown to Lord Cromarty. My Lord, ſays 


J, I hope you do not think you have any in- 


Juſtice done to you His antwer was, Not the 


leaſt; I have phaded guilty, I entirely acquieſce 


in che juſtice of my ſentence, and if me cy be 


extended to another, I can have no reaſon to 
compiaum, when nothing but zu/t:ce is done to 
me. I do not believe, that my not being re- 
prieved 1s owing to any defect of clemency in 
the King, who, by all the accounts 1 ever re- 


ceiv'd, is a very merciful prince; nor that it 


ſprings from any particular reſentment or preju- 
dice againſt me, either in his Majeſty, or in the 
Duke; but from ſome diiſtiuctiun that they 


| thought there was in the circumſtances of Lord 


Cromartie's guilt and ine, or elſe from the 
publick demand for juſtice, which made it un- 


fit that 720 out of three ſhould be reprieved. 


From this way of thinking and diſcourſing, 
he never, to my knowledge, varied to the 
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e 
I muſt add here another, and I think, a great 
and unqueſtionable inſtance of Lord Kilmar- 
= mck's ingenuity. He had been charged, and 
he imagined without a juſt foundation, with 
= having uttered a falſhood, when he ſaid in his 
22 ſpeech at the bar of the Houſe of Lords, that 
it was very eaſy for him to have eſcaped, This 
he till thought was true upon the rebel army's 
= firſt giving way, as the greateſt part of that body 
actually did eſcape, with whom he was joined. 
But after he had ſeparated himſelf from them, 
and was advanced any conſiderable way towards 
the King's troops, he believed that his eſcape was 
= mot practicable. But tho' he hoped that this 
would clear him from the imputation of having 
wilfully prevaricatedin the inſfunce already men- 
tioned; yet he owned, that in another, induced 
buy the love and ſtrong deſite of life, he had 
gtosſly falſified. The cafe, as he repreſented it to 
me, was thus --- He had aſſerted in his ſpeech, 
that © tho' he could have eſcaped, he did not 
= chooſe it, becauſe the conſequences, in an in- 
= ſtant, appeared to him more terrible, more 
= ſhocking, than the moſt painful or ignominious 
death : And therefore he choſe to ſurrender 


l and commit himſelf to the King's mercy, ra- 


ther than to throw himſelf into the hands of a 
foreign power, the natural enemy to his coun- 
try; with whom to have merit, he muſt per- 
fiſt in continued acts of violence to his principles, 


and of treaſon and rebellion againſt his King and 


country: But the real truth was, That he 
| had 
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(22) 
had no intention at all to furrender, and that 
his only view was to facilitate his eſcape ; for 
that he thought the body towards which he ad- 
vanced, were not the King's, but Fitz-Fames's 
Horſe, and that if he could reach them, by 
mounting behind one of the dragons, his eſcape 
would have been more certain, than, as he was 
then on foot, it appeared to him in his preſent 
ſituation to be; tho' he did not find his ſtrength 
or ſpirits in any conſiderable degree impaired. 
'This, he thought, as it related to his inward 
intention only, could not be diſcovered but by 
his own confeſſion, nor known to any but God 
and his own conſcience, But he was willing to 
unburden his ſoul, and purge it of its moſt ſe- 
cret guilt ; and therefore preſſed it upon me in a 
particular manner, and eſpecially on the very 
day before he was executed, Not to forget to 
publiſh to the world this circumſtance, becauſe 
as he had ſolemnly uttered, before ſo auguſt an 
aſſembly as the Houſe of Lords, a direct and 
known untruth, he thought, if he ſhould dye 
without a retractation of it, and a publick ac- 
knowledgment of his offence, he muſt be con- 
ſi ſered as one, who preſumed to appear before 
the Tribunal of God with a lye in his mouth. 
And here I cannot help thinking myſelf bound, 
in juſtice to Lady Kilmarnock, to declare (and 
it id moſt proper to do it in this place, becauſe 
it will probably find more credit, after ſuch a 
ſtriking inſtance of the late Lord Kilmarnock's 
conſcientious regard to truth) that, he ſaid to 


me, 
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( 23.) 


that he thought her now more inclined to whig- 


giſh than jacobite principles. And the Reverend 
and Honourable Mr. Home, and Mr. Roſs 


his Lordſhip's ſolicitor, defired me to. in- 
form the world of another thing, which he 
had expreſsly mentioned to them, viz. that 
inſtead of exciting him to, ſhe had diſſuaded 
him from entering into the late wicked and 
horrid rebcllion. 

As the publick will, in all probability, be 
curious to know what were Lord Kilmarnock's 
ſentiments concerning death, and the particular 
kind of death, which he expected, in purſuance 
of his ſentence, would be inflicted on him: I 
ſhall relate the ſubſtance of the diſcourſes, that 
paſſed between us, upon theſe great, and, to the 
generality of the world, molt terrifying ſubjects. 

On Monday, the 1 th inſtant, General Wil- 


liamſon defired me, in the ventleſt terms I could 
uſe, to let him know that he had received the 
order for his and Lord Balmerino's execution. 
I at firſt declined this ungrateful office, and told 
him, that I was fo ſhocked at it, that I could 


not think of delivering the meſſage myſelf, but 
would endeavour to prepare the unfortunate 
Lord, by diveſting him as far as I could of all 
hope of life, for his informing him of it when 
he came to diſcharge me from my attendance. 


And indeed to ſuppreſs all glimmerings of ſuch 


hope was the main drift and bent of my diſ- 
courſe; and I intended to go no farther: but 


finding 


( 24 ) 


finding him in a reſigned and calm temper, 1 


told him, as the General was coming up, that 
he would ſee the vaſt importance, nay the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity, of attending ſeriouſly to what 
J had been ſaying about his diligent and conſtant 
preparation for death, by what, as J appre- 
hended, he would ſoon hear. He immediately 
asked me, whether the warrant for his execu- 


tion was come down? I told him it was, and 


that the day fixed was the Monday following. 
And as, upon this, the General immediately 
entered the room, I acquainted him, that 
Lord Kilmarnock knew already what he intended 
to inform him of; that he was therefore at 
preſent under no neceflity of ſaying any thing 


further about it; becauſe the once relating fuch 
a melancholy circumſtance was fully ſufficient. 


Lord Kilmarnock received this news with the 


outward behaviour of a man, that knew and 


felt the importance of the ſcene of death,. but 
without any marks of diforder, without any 
unbecoming anxiouſneſs or terror. And to e- 
ſtabliſh and ſupport him in his preſent quietude 
of mind, I told him, That all mankind were 


really under ſentence of death, tho' they knew 


not the manner or preciſe time, when it would be 
executed ; it might be to any one,asſoon orſooner 


than his own; that they not expecting it, nor 


having ſuch timely and certain notice of it, might 


die wholly unguarded and unprepared ; while 
he had warning and the moſt awakening mo- 


tives to fit himſelf, in the beſt manner poſſible, 
3 | for 


8 (25) 

for this grand and deciſive event: He faid, 

That he had never been a libertine in princi- 
le, during all the time that he was moſt in- 
= conſiderate and licentions in his conduct; that 
pbhe had always firmly believed the great truths 
of God's being, and Providence, and a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments for virtue and 
vice; and that he had not been involved in the 
3 faſhionable ſcepticiſm of the times, with re- 
ſpect to chriſtianity ; that he was therefore na- 
turally concerned, and chiefly concern'd about 
the conſequences of death, in comparifon of 
= which he thought the thing itſelf a trifle ; that 
as to the particular manner of his death, he 
thought he had no great reaſon to be terrified, 

for that the ſtroke appeared to be ſcarce ſo 
much as the pain of drawing a tooth, or the 
firſt ſhock of the cold-bath upon a weak and 
fearful temper,” And when General William— 
ſon, upon the Sgturday preceeding his execu- 
tion, gave him a minute detail of all the cir- 
cumſtances of ſolemnity and outward terror 
that would accompany it, he heard it with as 
much ſhow of compoſure, as a man of a ten- 
der compaſſionate ſpirit would read the ac- 
count of it in an inſtance where he was not 
perſonally CONF: He was told, That on 
| Monday, about ten in the morning, the ſheriffs 
would come to demand the priſoners, who 
would be delivered to them at the gate of the 
Tower; that from thence, if their Lord(hips 
thought proper, they ſhould walk on foot to the 

D ; 


houſe 


„„ 
houſe appointed on Tower: hill for their recep- 
tion, where the rooms would be hung with 
black, to make the more decent and ſolemn 
appearance, and that the ſcaffold alſo would be 
covered with black cloth; that his Lordſhip 
might repoſe and prepare himſelf, in the room 
fitted up for bim, as long as he thought it 
convenient, remembring only, that the war- 
rant for the execution was limited to, and con- 
ſequently expired at one o'clock ; that becauſe 
of a complaint made by the Lord Kenmure, 
that the block was too low, it was ordered to 
be raiſed to the heighth of two foot ; that ir 
might be the more firmly fixed, props would 
be placed directly under it, that the certainty 
or decency of the execution may not be ob- 
ſtructed by any concuſſion, or ſudden jerk of 
the body.” All this Lord Kilmarnock, without 
the leaſt viſible emotion, expreſſed his fatisfa- 
ction in: But when the General told him, 
that two mourning hearſes would be provided, 
and placed cloſe by the ſcaffold, that when the 
head was ſiruck off, the coftins might ſoon be 
taken out to receive the bodies ; he faid, that 
he thought it would be better tor the coffin to be 
upon the ſcaffold,” for by that means the bodies 
would be ſtill ſooner removed out of fight. And 
being further informed, that an executioner was 
provided that would perform his work dex- 
trouſly, and that he was a very good fort of 
man; my Lord anſwered, * General, this is one 
of the worſt circumſtances that you could have 


mentioned ; 


n 2 
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mentioned; I can't thoroughly like, for ſuch 
buſineſs, your good ſort of men : For one of 
that character, I apprehend, muſt be a tender- 
= hearted and compaſſionate man, and a rougher 
and leſs ſenſible temper, might perhaps be fit- 
ter to be employed.“ After this, Lord K/- 
Z marnock deſired, That four perſons might be 
appointed to receive the head, when it was ſe- 
= vered from the body, in a red cloth, that it 
= might not, as he had been informed was the 
= caſe in ſome former executions, roll about the 
= ſcaffold, and be thereby mangled and disfigured : 
For that though this was, in compariſon, but a 
ſmall circumſtance, he was not willing that 
his body ſhould appear with any unneceſſary 
indecency, after the juſt ſentence of the law was 
ſatisfied. I could not perceive, but that he 
& talked of all theſe particulars with eaſe and free- 
dom, though the relation of them, I remem- 
ber, made me tremble ; chiefly becauſe I fear- 
= cd that they would produce in him ſome per- 
turbation and diſtreſs of mind. It is proper for 
me to add, that when he was told his head 
would be held up to the multitude, and pub- 
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© of a traitor ; he replied, that this he knew to 
be uſual on all ſuch occaſions, and ſpake of it 

as a thing that was of no fignificancy in the 
I affair at all, and did not in the leaſt affect him: 


And I never heard, either before or after he 


was delivered into the cuſtody, of the ſheriffs, 
that he intimated the leaſt concern to have 
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(028) 
this part of che diſmal ceremony diſpenſed with. 
All Lord K:hnarnock's friends, who attend- 
ed him in his laſt moments, are ready to concur 
with me in making the ſame declaration, that 
we never expected it would have been, and won- = 
dered it was omitted,— After the converſation 
above mentioned between Lord Kilmarnock and 7 
General Williamſon, I thought it proper to ad- 
viſe him, to think frequently on the outward 7 
apparatus and formalitzes that would attend his 
death; that theſe circumſtances, ſtriking to 
ſenſe, might impreſs his mind with horror, and 
diſarm him of part of his reſolution, if he was 3 
not by reflection thoroughly prepared for the 
ſcene; but that if they were habituated to the 
mind, they would in a great meaſure loſe 
their influence, and be conſidered as no more 
than the appendages of a ſubject vaſtly more 
great, and worthy his contemplation. And he 
declared, on the morning of his execution, 
* that he had taken this method with himſelf, 
and hoped that theſe things would diſcompoſe 
him but little, nor create any weakneſs or in- 
decency in his behaviour. He allowed, with 3 
me, that they were nothing ſo terrible in 3 
themſelves, as the dying after a diſpiriting and 
| lingering diſtemper, in a ſilent melancholy dar- 
kened room, with languid and exhauſted ſpirits, 
and his friends ſtanding round him, with lively 
marks of ſorrow and anguiſh in their counte- 


nances, expecting and deploring his fate, 


: I 
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I.now come to the concluſion of this diſmal 
ſcene, his behaviour on the day of his execu- 
tion, I attended him in the morning about 
eight o'clock, and found him in a moſt calm 

and happy temper, without any diſturbance or 
confuſion in his mind, and with apparent marks 
of caſe and ſerenity in his aſpect. And that the 
world may the better judge of the propriety of 
his behaviour from that time to the time of his 
death, I ſhall firſt declare, what his profeſſed 
ſentiments were concerning himſelf, and the 


manner in which he choſe to die; and then 


briefly point out, what, in my opinion, was the 
utmoſt. decency of conduct in one in his cir- 
cumſtances, under the impreſſion of ſuch ſenti- 
ments and principles. I had obſerved to him, 

that to affect to brave death, when he juſtly 
ſuffered for his crimes, could have no de of 
a true decorum in it; and that to manifeſt no 
concern at all, where the conſequence was ſo 
awful, and the ſtake infinite, was, in ſome de- 
gree unbecoming even in the beſt of men; that 
not to fear at all, where there was great rea- 
ſon to fear, was altogether as abſurd, as to 
be extremely dejected and pufillanimous 'where 
there was ground of hope; and that true pe- 
nitence was always humble and cautious, and 
not bold and arrogant. He aſſented to all this, 
and told me further, That for a man who had 


led a diſſolute life, and yet believed the conſe- 


quences of death, to put on ſuch an air of da- 
ringneſs, and abſolute ae muſt argue 
him 
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(39) 
him either to be very ſtupid or very impious.” 
He alſo told me, ©that, though he intirely acqui- 
eſced in the juſtice of his ſentence, and thought 
it his duty wholly to reſign himſelf to the wiſe 
and equal diſpoſals of providence, he had till 
this clog upon his mind, that he could not be 
ſure his repentance was fincere, becauſe it had 
never been tried.” I anſwered him, that, if 
he aimed at certainty in this grand point, he 

might unneceſſarily perplex and diſtreſs his mind; 
becaule, for the very reaſon which he had af- 
ſigned, i. e. for want of proper opportunities to 
try and prove the truth of their repentance, 
ſuch a ccrtainty was not attainable by any per- 
ſons in his condition: I adviſed him therefore 
to ſearch ſeriouſly and ſtrictly into himſelf, not 
ſuffering himſelf to be amuſed and impoſed 
upon in an affair of ſuch infinite importance; 
and if he found, after making this inquiry, that 
he had more ground to bope that his repentance 
was fincere, than he had to fear that it was in- 
ſincere, the conſequence would be, that he 
muſt, upon the whole, have more reaſon to 
hope than fear : And this, in my opinion, was 
the higheſt pitch, to which I could attempt to 
raiſe him.“ Let us ſee now, what kind of be- 
haviour was moſt juſt and decent in a perſon, 
who, upon this foundation, profeſſed himſelf 
to have a preponderance of hope, but mixed 
with diffidence and fear. It muſt ſurely be re- 
ſigned, but awful; free from an extreme of 
d&jectednek, but not eager and rapid to meet 
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death. Such a conſiderate calm humility, and 
tenderneſs of ſpirit, would be the only fit be- 
= haviour, after having made the prafeſſions a- 
bove mentioned, in one that was but per- 
= ſonating a feigned character: The contrary 
would be condemned in a mere fictitious re- 
2 preſentation, and therefore cannot be approv'd 
in the real ſcene, of death. 

And this, which I have ſhewn was the only de- 
cent, was, in fact, the true deportment of Lord 
Kilmarno:k. He continued all the morning of his 
execution in the {ame uniform temper, unrut- 
fled, and without any ſudden viciſſitudes and 
ſtarts of paſſion. This remarkably appeared, 
when ſoon after I had, at his own deſire, made 
a ſhort prayer with him, General Williamson 
came to inform him, that the Sheriffs waited 
for the priſoners : For, at receiving this awtul 
ſummons to go to death, he was not in the 
leaſt ſtartled, but ſaid, (calmly and gracefully), 
General, I am ready; I'll follow you. At the 
foot of the firſt ſtairs he met and embraced 
Lord Balmerino, who greatly ſaid to him, My 
Lord, I am heartily ſorry to have your compa- 
ny in this expedition #, From thence he walk- 
ed, with the uſual formalities to the tower-gate, 
and, after being delivered into the cuſtody of the 
Sheriffs, to the houſe provided on tower-hill, 


as one of the things that paſſed there, molt 
| worthy the publick notice, was the ſhort inter- 
1 | £& view 


* Theſe particular words I myſelf did not hear, but was in- 
formed of them by Mr, Fameſon. 


with a ſerenity, mildneſs, and dignity, that 
greatly ſurpriſed and affected the ſpectators. And 


(32 ) 
| view he had with Lord Balmer ino: I. ſhall re- 
= late the wobole ſubſtance of their converſation, 
to the beſt of my remembrance, without addi- 
tion or diminution; and, as. far as I can, poſſi- 
bly recollect, in the very words themſelves. 
B. My Lord, I beg leave to aſk your Lord- ; 
ſhip one queſtion, 5 4 
K. To any queſtion, my Lord, that you | 
ſhall now think it proper to. aſk, 1 believe, 1] 
ſhall ſee no reaſon to decline giving an anſwer, | 
B. Why then, my Lord, did you ever ſce 
or know of any order, ſigned by the Prince, 
[meaning the Pretender s ſon] to BF! no 1 GPASEET 3 
at the battle of Culloden? Z 
K. No, my Lord. 
B. Nor 1 neither: And therefore i it ſeems to 
be an invention to juſtify their own murder, or 
murderous ſcheme, (one of the two expreſſ 
| ons, I am certain, was made uſe of. 
| K. No, my Lord, I do not think. that this 
inference can be drawn from it; becauſe, while 
I was a priſoner at Inverneſs, 1 was informed YH; 
by ſeveral officers, that there was ſuch an or- 
der, ſigned George Murray; and that it was in hi 
the Duke's cuſtody. _ In: 
Lord George Murray! re pl y d Lord. Baime- 
rin, why then, they ſhould not charge it upon 
the Prince. After this he took his leave, em- 
| bracing Lord Kilmarnock with the ſame kind of 
noble and generous compliment as, he had uſed 
before, but in words ſomewhat different My 
dear Lord Kilmarnock, I am only ſorry, that I 
cannot 


2K —u—U[U— — — * 


22 * ͤ—— 


+ 


ee ͤ—UUU— r. _— K 


, 
+ Ine — 


1 — 0 DiÜͤna:, —ñ-— 2 —„[„4Vmz J 


— FA 


— 


( 33) 

cannot pay all this reckoning alone; once more, 
W farewel for ever. I have conſulted Mr. Home, 
Mr. Roſs, and Mr. Jameſon, who were all pre- 
ſent at this conference; and are ready to at- 
Deſt, if required, that this is a true account of 


I then deſired Lord Kilmarnock, that he 


© ſtance of the profeſſions and acknowledgments 
which he had ſo often repeated to me; and 
which were more largely contained in a paper, 
chat he had left to be publiſhed after his death: 
and my declaration was in words to this effect: 
Lord Kilmarncck acxnowledges King George 
to be the only rightful and lawful King of theſe 
realms; that he engaged in the late wicked and 
F unnatural rebellion againſt his conſcience; he 
and contrition, and aſks pardon, for his offence, 
Hof God, his King, and Country; and declares 
it to be his ſincere reſolution to pray for the 
i ptoſperity of King George, the eſtabliſhment of 
his Royal Houſe, and the peace and welfare of 

his country, with his dying breath.“ To this 
the unfortunate Lord gave his aſſent, and fig- 
nified to the Sheriffs, that the only genuine pa- 
per, that he had left behind him, was lodged 
with me, and committed to my care. The 
time being now pretty far advanced tas I hinted 
to his Lordſhip by the Sheriffs defire) I told 
| him, that after having taken a few minutes to 
th E compoſe 


Z would allow me to declare in his name to the 
Sheriffs, and all perſons there preſent, the ſub- 


| confeſſes the great guilt of it with decp ſhame 


i 
1 


| | (34) . 
1 compoſe himſelf, | thou ht it would be proper 


/ to allow me to p pray with him, and then pro- 
N ceed to the ſcaffold. After this I addrefled my- 
| ſelf to the ſpectators of this mournful ſcene, to 

join with me feryently in this laſt ſolemn office, 
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U and in recommending the ſoul of an unhappy "3 
| perſon, who gave ſo many lively marks of his þ# 
| tincere penitence for the crime of his rebellion, | 
| to the mercy of God ; with which requeſt they 3 
| all readily complied, J need add nothing more, L. 
N but that asLord Kilmarnock had often proteſted, |? 
| that he would, in his laſt moments, pray for his 
lg King and Country, towards the concluſion of C 
| my prayer for him, I offered up the following 
} petitions to that purpoſe ; which he had before, 


| in the Tower, expreſſed his intire ſatisfaction in. 
| — And we now, from our hearts, and at the 
: the particular deſire of thy ſervant, upon 
| © whoſe account eſpecially we preſume at this 
1 © time to addreſs thy throne, and offer up our 
1 * united fervent prayers, that thou wouldſt p re- 
* ſerve, bleſs, and honour our only cioiful £ 
Sovereign Lord King George; that thou wouldſt 
crown him with glory and renown; that in! 
| © his reign. there may be abundance of peace ; 
| © that his royal progeny, may long fit, with 
= © luſtre and dignity, upon the throne of theſe 
* kingdoms, undiſturbed by rebellions, and the 
tumults of ſeditious and violent men; and that 
our holy religion, and ineſtimabls, Britiſh, li- 
. ee may be a down, ſecure and 
Rx 0 bit eee 1:1 HE 
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© ſacred to our poſterity, even t the lateſt ge- 
* nerations.“ | 


After pray Of was ended, Lord Kilmarnock 


took his laſt Lirewrel of the gentlemen who At- 


tended him, in a very affectionute manner; and 
went out of the room, preceded by the Sheriffs, 

and accompanied by his friends. And I am in- 
formed of the following particular by Mr. Home, 

that as he was ſtepping into the ſcaffold, not- 
withftatding the great pains he had taken to 
familiariſe the dutward apparatus of death to 
his mind, nature ſtill recurred upon him: fo 
that being ſtruck with ſuch a variety of dread- 
ful objects at once, the multitude, the block, f 
his coffin, the executioner, the inſtrument 0 

death, he turned about, and ſaid, Home, this 
js terrible.” | This expreſſion, ſo ſuitable to the 


awful occaſion, muſt, to all who know the hu- 


man heart, appear to be nothing elſe than the 
language of nature, and was far from being a 
mark of unmanly fear; being pronounced with 
a ſteddy countcnance, and *irmneſs of voice, 


indications of 4 mind unbröken and not Aon 


certed. His whole behaviour was ſo humble 
and reſigned, that not only his friends, but every 
ſpectator, was deeply moved; even the Exe- 
cutioner burſt into tears, and was obliged to uſe 


; artificial ſpirits to ſupport e ee 


After having talked with his Lordſhip a conſi 
derable We to ſupport him in his penitence 
and reſignation, * ace, and left him in 
the ſame calm diſpoſition, having quitted the 


E 2 | ſcaffold 


636) 
ſcaffold ſome minutes before his execution. 
And as to his behaviour afterwards, I refer to 
the following account, in which, I think; I 
may thoroughly confide, Which was commu- 
nicated to me by Me. Jameſon, who, attended 
him to the laſt, 

gpectators at a difidnice; not knivwhis the true 
cauſe why the ſtroke was retarded for ſome mi- 
Hutes longer than they expected, aſetibed it to pu- 
ſillanimity: But, in reality, that delay wasowingto 
a few trivial circumſtances whicl. might have been 
omitted, had it not been neceſſary to mention 
them, in order to vigdicate the behaviour! of 


that noble penitent, which was uniformly con- 


ducted by the rules of juſt decorum, from all 
imputation of unmanly fear in the critical mo- 
ment. My Lord's hair having been dreſſed in 
a bag, it took ſome time to undo it, and put it 
up in his cap. The tucking his ſhirt under the 
waiſtcoat, that it might not obſtruct the blow, 
was the occaſion of ſome further ſmall delay. 
But as ſoon as theſe preliminaries were adjuſted. 


his Lordſhip gave the executioner notice what 


ſhould be the ſignal, took out a paper contain- 
ing the heads of his devotion, went forward to 
his laſt ſtage, and decently kneeled down at the 


block. Whether it was to ſupport himſelf, or 


as a more convenient poſture for devotion he hap- 
pened to lay his hands with his head upon the block; 


which the executioner obſerving, pray'd his Lord- 
ſhip to let his hands fall down, ef they ſhould be 


mangled, or break the blow. Then he was told, 
that the neck of his waiſtcoat was in the way; upon 
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whieh he roſe up, and with the help of one of 
his friends, (Mr, //alkinſbaw, of Scot/ton) had it 
taken off. This done, and the neck made bare 
to the ſhoulder, he again kneeled down as be- 
fore. And What ſufhciently ſhews, that he en- 
joyed full preſence of mind to the laſt, Mr. 
Home's Servant, who held the cloath to receive 
the head, heard him direct the executioner, .that, 

in two minutes, he would give the ſignal, That 
dreadful interval, to his friends, who were then 
upon the rack, appeared much loner, but thoſe 
who meaſured found it juſt about two minutes. 
This time he ſpent in moſt fervent devotion, 

as appeared by the motion of his hands, and 
now and then of his head; having then fixed 
his neck on the block, he gave the ſignal, his 
body. remained without the Teal motion, except 
what was given it by the ſtroke of death, which 
he received full, and was thereby happily caſed 
at once of all his pain. 

Thus deſervedly fell, tho' humble and re- 
lentirg, the late Lord K:Imarnock, a ſacrifice 
to the juſtice of his country And upon the 
whole _ this diſmal cataſtrophe, there are 
three, reflections that naturally occur to the 
mind, Which I ſhall but juſt mention, and 
leave io the ſerious conſideration of thoſe of 
every. denomination and character, whom they 
may be found molt nearly to concern. 

The firſt, is, that tho this unfortunate Lord 
Hed. and dad be the publick profeſſion: of the 
church of, Scotland, it would be: unjuſt. to infer 
from thence, that the principles of that church 
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(38 ) 
encourage, or have the leaſt tendency to ſedi- 
tion. The contrary is abundantly evident, both 
from her doctrine and practice; and eſpecially 
from the loyal and ſteady behaviour of her mi- 
niſters and private members, during the whole 
courſe of the late impious rebellion. And the 
Presbyterians in Scotland are cleared, beyond all 
contradiction, from this ſcandalous arid baſe im- 
putation, by the honourable teſtimony which 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland 


was pleaſed to give of their inviolable zeal for 


the King's perſon and government, and duty 
to their country, in his letter to the General 
Aſſembly. It is well known that the Facebites, 
almoſt univerſally, are diſſenters from the efta- 
bliſhment : They are a ſtain and diſhonour both 
to the Engliſb and Scots churches, and their 
principles Gilavowed by both. And indeed the 
crime of unprovoked and lawleſs rebellion is 


branded as an object of deteſtation and infamy 


by the publick doctrine of all proteſtant com- 
munions. 


To this F beg late to ſubjoin another re- 
mark of a different kind; and that is, that we 


can in no caſe, from the mere boldneſs and 


intrepidity of the ſufferer, infer the goodnefs « of 
his prineiples : For we may even ſuppoſe a 
man who has acted a part in all the Wierdu⸗ 
and diabolical cruelties of the inquiſition, to be 
ſupported in the hour of death quite above 
fear, and even to a degree of exultation, by a 
reflection on his ardent zeal for the fu preſſion 
of hereſy, and for ey honour of God, tho' 
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( 39) 
exerted in, ſuch inſtances, as the God o 
mercy , muſt neceſſarily abhor. The preſump- 


tions of enthuſiaſm are always more forward and 


aſſuming than the confidence. inſpired by rational 


religion. Hence it ſprang, that within the 


compaſs of a few years after Mabomet's death, 
his ſucceſſors, with an inconſiderable force, 
over-ran the whole Grecian Empire. They 
courted, inſtead of dreading, death, under the 
deluſion of dying Martyrs for religion, tho' in 


truth for a falſe and bloody ſuperſtition,---No- 


thing can be more repugnant to common rea- 
ſon, nor a groſſer reflection on the wiſdom 
and juſtice of the Supreme Being, than to ſup- 
poſe, that he intended the greateſt part of his 
reaſonable creatures for faves ; and has eſta- 
bliſhed the lineal hereditary indefeaſible right of 
Hrants, to harraſs and oppreſs mankind. Even 
tranſubſtantiation itſelf cannot, in my opinion, 
be eſteemed a doctrine more abſurd or im- 
P 8 ih 

Let me, in the laſt place, briefly addreſs 
myſelf to perſons of higher ſtation and rank in 
life, whether of noble birth, in a ſituation of 
influence and power, or placed in ſuch affluent 
circumſtances, as may miniſter temptations to 
luxury and exceſs, To them I would humbly 
repreſent, that virtue is their higheſt dignity, 


and chief ſecurity againſt ſtaining their honour. 


I would particularly recommend the virtues of 
temperance and good oeconomy, leſt: by giy- 
ing a looſe to wild ambition, or thoſe ex- 


ceſſes of vanity and ſenſual impurity, which 


enervate 


(40) 
enervate reaſon, and tend, by degrees, to ex- 
tirpate all the ſocial affections, they find them- 
ſelves hurried on to ſuch dreadful and fatal ex- 
tremes, as they cannot now think upon with- 
out being ſtrongly alarmed, and ſtarting back 
with horror. The laſt exceſs of ſocial guilt is 
always contracted by degrees; inconſideration 
and luxury are the firſt ſteps to it. Of this 
they have before their eyes, in the preſent nar- 
rative, a moſt melancholy and moving ex- 
ample. Let them learn from it to retreat 
from danger betimes, and to recollect and guard 
themſelves.---This is the fervent prayer of one, 


who is a hearty well-wiſher to their true ho- 
nour and felicity. 


JAMES FOSTER. 


P. S. I think myſelf obliged, in juſtice to 
General Williamſon, and, at his defire, to de- 
clare, that Lord Kilmarnock often teſtified to 
me, that he had behaved towards him in a 
very civil and 'obliging manner; that upon the 
General's having deſired, two days before his 
death, that when he took his leave of him on 
Monday, he would do it in ſuch a manner, as 
would be an evidence to all preſent, that he 
was fatisfied with his behaviour; bis. Lordſhip 
anſwered, That I wall, General, you may de- 
fend upon it, and in fuch a way too, as is be- 
coming a gentleman, and a man of honour 3 and 
that Mr. Williamſon had, from the firſt, ſpoke 
of Lord Kilmarnock to me with gg eſteem 
and homanity. 
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of Kilmarnock to Mr. Foſter, Sun- 
day 17th Auguſt 1746. 


5 81 it would be a vain Attempt in me to ſpeak 
3 diſtinctly to that great Concourſe of People, 
; who will probably be preſent at my Execu- 


4 Cad, who knows my Heart. 
I bleſs God, I have little Fear of temporal Death, 


of Terror: The IA Sting J feel in Death is, 
that I have deſerv | 


5 
. 
2 
*% 
1 
. 
* 
% 8 


ſtice, dies in a profeſſed Adherence to the miſtaken 
Principles he had imbibed from his Cradle. But 


. I engaged in the Rebellion, in Oppoſition to my 


| own Principles, and to. thoſe: of my Family, in 
Contradiction to the whole Tenor of my Conduct, 
till within theſe few Months that I was wickedly in- 


: duced to renounce my Allegiance, which ever be- 


— F fore 
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3 P A P E R delivered by the late Earl | 


tion, chuſe to leave this behind me, as my laſt ſo- 
lemn Declaration, appealing, for my Integrity, to 


though attended with many outward Cireamfttznihs 


Lord Balmerino, My Fellow-Sofferer, to as him Ju- 


42 ) 
fore I had preſerved and held inviolable. I am in 
little Pain for the Reflections which the inconſiderate 
or prejudic'd Part of my Countrymen (if there are 
any ſuch, whom my ſuffering the juſt Sentence of 
the Law has not molified) may caſt upon me for 
this Confeſſion. The wiſer or more ingenuous will, 
hope, approve my Conduct, and allow with me, 
That, next to doing Right is, to have the Courage 
and Integrity to own, that I have done Wrong. 
Groundleſs Accuſations of Cruelty have been rai- 
ſed and propagated concerning me, and Charges, 
ſpread among the People, of my having ſolicited 
for, nay actually ſigned Orders of general ſavage 
Deſtruction; ſeldom iſſued among the maſt barba- 
rous Nations, and which my Soul abhors. And, 
that the general Temper of my Mind was ever a- 
_ verſe from, and ſhock'd at groſs Inſtances of In- 
humanity, I appeal'to all my Friends and Acquain- 
tance who have known me moſt intimately, and 
eyen to thoſe Priſoners of the Kings Troops to whom 
I had Acceſs, and whom J eyer had it in my Power 
to relieve; I appeal in particular, for my Juſtifica- 
tion as to this juſtly deteſted and horrid Crime of 
Cruelty, to Captain Maſter of Roſs, Capt. Lieute- 
nant Rexon, and Lieutenant George Cuming of Alter. 
_ Theſe Gentlemen will, I am' perſuaded, as far as 
relates to themſelves, and as far as has. fallen with- 
in their Knowledge or credible Information, do me 
Juſtice 3 and then ſurely, my Countrymen will not 
laad a Perſon, already too guilty and unfortunate, 
with undeſerved Infamy, which may not only fix it- 
ſelf on his own Character, but reflect Diſhonour on 
lis Family. JJC 
have no more to ſay, but that I am perſuaded, if 
Reaſons of State, and the Demands of publick Juſtice 
had permitted his Majcſty to follow the Dictates of 
his own Royal Heart, my Sentence might have been 
| | mit- 
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- mitigated. Had it pleaſed God to prolong my 
Life, the Remainder of it ſhould have been faith- 


fully employed in the Service of my juſtly offend- 
ed Sovereign, and in conſtant Endeavours to wipe 
away the very Remembrance of my Crime. 

I now with my dying Breath beſeech Almighty 
God, to bleſs my only rightful Sovereign King 
George, and preſerve him from the Attempts of 
publick and private Enemies. May his Majeſty, 
and his illuſtrious Defcendants be fo guided, by the 
Divine Providence, as ever to govern with that 
Wiſdom and that Care for the publick Good, as 
will preſerve to them the Love of their Subjects, 
and Rebe their Right to reign over a free and hap- 
py People to the lateſt Poſterity. 


NUM B. II. 


Extract of the late Earl of Kilmarnockes Letter 
| to his Son Lord Boyd. 


Diated, Tower 17 Aug. 1746. 
Dear Boyd, Ry 3 
l muſt take this Way to bid you farewel, 
and I pray God may for ever bleſs you and guide 


you in this World, and bring you to a happy Im- 


mortality in the World to come. I muſt likewiſe 
give you my laſt Advice. Seek God in your Youth, 


and when you are old he will not depart from you. 


Be at Pains to acquire good Habits now, that they 
may grow up and become ſtrong in you. Love 


Mankind, and do Tuſtice to all Men. Do Good to 
as many as you can, and. neither ſhut your Ears nor 


your Purſe to thoſe in Diſtreſs whom it is in your 
Power to relieve. Believe me, you will find more 
„ ) 


Joy in one' Beneficent Action, and in your cool 


F 2 Mornings 
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Mornings you will be more happy with the Reflec- 
tion of having made any one Perſon ſo, who with- 
out your Aſſiſtance would have been miſerable, than 
in the Enjoyments of all the Pleaſures of Senſe 
(Which pall in the uſing) and of all the Pomps and 
gaudy Show of the World. Live within your Cir- 
cumſtances, by which Means you will have it in your 
Power to do good to others. Above all Things, con- 
tinue in your Loyalty to his preſent Majeſty and the 


Succeſſion to the Crown, as by Law eſtabliſhed. Look 


on that as the Baſis of the civil and religious Liberty 
and Property of every Individual in the Nation. 
Prefer the Publick Intereſt to your own, wherever 
they intertere, Love your Family and your Chil- 
dren, when you have any; but never let your Re- 
gard for them drive you on the Rock l ſplit upon, 
when on that Account I departed from my Prin- 
ciples, and brought the Guilt of Rebellion and 
civil and particular Deſolation on my Head, for 
which I am now under the Sentence juſtly due to 
my Crime. Ute all your Intereſt to get your Bro- 
ther pardoned and brought home as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, that his Circumſtances, and bad Influence of 
thoſe he is among, may not induce him to accept of 
foreign Service, and loſe him both to his Country 
and his Family. If Money can be found to ſupport 
him, I wiſh you wou'd adviſe him to go to Geneva, 
where his Principles of Religion and Liberty will be 
confirmed, and where he may ſtay till you ſee if a 


Pardon can be procured him. As ſoon as Com- 


modore Barnet comes home, enquire for your Bro- 
ther Billie, and take Care of him on my Account. 


I muſt again recommend your unhappy Mother to 


you. Comfort her, and take all the Care you can of 
your Brothers : And may God of his infinite Merc 

preſerve, guide, and conduct you and them — 
all Rae Viciſſitudes of this Life, and after it bring 


you 
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you to the Habitations of the Juſt, and make you 
happy in the Injoyment of himſelf to all Eternity. 


NUM B. III. 
To the King's moſt Sacred Majeſty. 


The humble Petition of Willam late Earl of 
Kilmarnock, 


Sherwweth, 


\HE Petitioner having met with the condem- 
Y nation juſtly due to his crime, preſumes, 
E throwing himſelf at your Majeſty's feet, to implore 
your Majelty's Royal Clemency, and, tho? very ſen- 
ſible that nothing can excuſe or mitigate his crime, 
hopes he may be conſidered in your Majeſty's eye, 
as an object of compaſſion and pity. 

His family's e attachment to the Revolu- 
tion intereſt and that of your illuſtrious Houſe, his 
father's zeal and activity in ſupport of both, when 
attacked by your late Royal Father's enemies in 
1713, his own appearing in arms (tho' then but 
young) under his father, the whole tenor of his 
conduct ſince that time, and the ſentiments of dut 
and loyalty in which he has educated his eldeſt ſon, 
Who now has the honour of bearing your Majeſty's 
2 commiſſion, tho? no diminution of his guilt, may 
yet let in a preſumption, that he has offended more 
from raſhneſs and the deſigns of wicked and ill- diſ- 
- poſed perſons, than from any principle of diſaffec- 
tion to your Majeſty. 

The Petitioner humbly begs leave to acquaint 
your Majeſty, that he influenced neither tenant nor 
Wer of his to aſſiſt or abet the Rebellion; but, 
A On 
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on the contrary, that between the time of the battle 
of. Preſton, and his unhappy junction with the re- 


bels, he went to the town of Kilmarnock, influenced 


its inhabitants, as far as he could, and by their means 4 
their neighbouring boroughs, to riſe in arms for 
your Majeſty's ſervice; which had ſo good an effect, 


that 200 men of Kilmarnock appeared very ſoon in 


arms, and remained ſo all the winter at Glaſgow, or 


other places as they were ordered. And even in the 
midſt of his greateſt deluſion, when in arms againſt 
| your ſacred Majeſty and your Authority, it was the 
Petitioner's conſtant care (as far as in his power) to 
protect your faithful ſubjects from injury in their 
| perſons or eſtates. He extended his care to ſuch of 
your Majeſty's troops as had the misfortune of fall- 
ing into the hands of the rebels, both officers and 
private men finding better uſage, and their condi- 
tion rendered more ſupportable through his means, 
than it would otherwiſe have been; as many of them 
can, and the Petitioner believes will, teſtify when 
called upon. Be 

The Petitioner was not taken, but ſurrendered 
himſelf at the battle of Culloden, having left thoſe 
he was joined with, when they were got ſo far, that 
moſt if not all of them eſcaped, except himſelf, 
who from thence turned down to the ground where 
the dragoons were drawn up at a conſiderable dif- 
tance, and this at a time when he might eaſily have 
made his eſcape, being near no body, nor any in 
purſuit of him. He choſe ſubmiſſion as far pre- 
ferable to obſtinacy in rebellion. His firſt principles 
revived in his breaſt, He determined rather to run 
the riſque of an ignommions death, as the atone- 


ment of his Treafon, than to recur to and become 


dependent upon a foreign power, that power eſpe- 


cially being the natural enemy of his country, and 


your Majeſty the Father of it. 
| Under 
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 ? Under theſe circumſtances, SIR, it is, that the 
- | unhappy Petitioner (more fo from remorſe of ha- 
| i ving violated his allegiance to your Majeſty, than 
| 3 from the ſentence he lies under) dares to approach 
your Throne, and implore your Royal Mercy, and 
Which he hopes for, as he can't reproach himſelf 
with any guilt precedent to this fatal breach of his 


1 

don ly, 

' | To his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 
. A LESS. 


| ; The bumble Petition of William late Earl of 
8 Kilmarnock, - | 
Sheweth, 


| HAT though the Petitioner met with the 
| Condemnation juſtly due to his Crime, pre- 


| ſumed to throw himſelf at his Majeſty's Feet, and 
, | implore his Majeſty's Royal Clemency; and, though 
very ſenſible that nothing can excuſe or mitigate his 
Crime, hopes he may be conſidered by his Majeſty 
as an Object of Compaſſion. 
His Family's conſtant Attachment to the Revo- 
 |F ution Intereſt, and that of yqur illuſtrious Houle; 
his Father's Zeal and Activity in Support of both, 
| when attacked by his late Majeſty's Enemies in 17153 
| | His own appearing in Arms (though then but young) 
under his Father; the whole Tenor of his Conduct = 
ſince that Time; and the Sentiments of Duty and 
Loyalty in which he has educated his eldeſt Son, who 
no has the Honour of bearing his Majeſty's Commil- 
| ſion, though no Diminution of his Guilt, may yet 
1 let 
1 | ö 
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kt in a Preſumption, that he has offended, more 
from Raſhneſs and the Deſigns of wicked and ill 
diſpoſed Perſons, and other Cauſes, than from any 
Principles of Diſaffection to his Majeſty. 

The Petitioner humbly begs leave to acquaint your 
Royal Highneſs, That he influenced neither Tenant 
nor Follower of his to aſſiſt or abet the Rebellion. 
But on the contrary, That, between the Time of the 
Battle of Preſton, and his unhappy Junction with the 


Rebels, he went to the Town of Kilmarnock, influ- 7 


_ enced the Inhabitants, as far as he could, and by 
their Means likewiſe influenced their neighbouring 
Boroughs, to riſe in Arms for his Majeſty's Service 
which had ſo good an Effect, that 200 Men of K:- 
marnock appeared very ſoon in Arms, and remained 
ſo all the Winter at Glaſgow, or other Places, as 
they were ordered. And even in the Midſt of his 
_ greateſt Deluſion, when in Arms againſt his ſacred 
Majeſty and his Authority, it was the Petitioner's 
conſtant Care (as far as in his Power) to protect his 
Majeſty's faithful Subjects from Injury in their Per- 
ſons or Eſtates. He extended his Care to ſuch of 
his Majeſty's Troops, as had the Misfortune of fal- 
ling into the Hands of the Rebels; both Officers 
and private Men finding better Uſage, and their 


Condition rendered more ſupportable, through his 


Means, than it would otherwiſe have been; as many 
of them can, and, the Petitioner believes, will teſti- 
fy, when called upon. 8 
The Petitioner was not taken, but ſurrendered 
himſelf at the Battle of Culloden, having left thoſe 
he was joined with, when they were got ſo far, that 
moſt, if not all of them eſcaped, except himſelf ; 
who from thence turned down to the Ground where 
the Dragoons were drawn up at a conſiderable Diſ- 
tance z and this at a Time when he might eaſily 
have made his Eſcape, being near no Body, nor 


any 
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any in Purſuit of him. He choſe Submiſſion, as far 
preferable to Obſtinacy in Rebellion, His firſt 
Principles revived in his Breaſt, He determined 
rather to run the Riſk of an ignominious Death, as 


become dependant upon a foreign Power, the natu- 
ral Enemy of his Country, and his Majeſty, the Fa- 
ther of it. 


Your Petitioner therefore begs leave, to implore 
your Royal Highneſs's Interceſſion with his Ma- 
jeſty in bis Behalf, for a Life, which always 
has been, liil this unhappy Interruption, and 


if ſpared, ſhall be ſpent in the Service of 
his Majeſty, of your Royal Hiphneſs, and 


your auguſt Houſe; and in the moſt fervent 
Prayers for the Happineſs and Proſperity of 
your illuſtrious Family, | 


| Nu MB. V. 

Jo his Royal Highneſs the Dukx. 

Petition of William late Earl of Kilmarnock, 
Priſoner in the Tower of London, under 


Sentence of Death, 


Humbiy fheweth, 


FFAHAT your Petitioner is already, on his ac- 


1 knowledgment, convicted of the greateſt of 
all crimes, that of High Treaſon, by Rebellion 
againſt his moſt Sacred Majeſty and his country, and 
has received the ſentence of death juſtly due. 

Your Petitioner has heard your Royal Highneſs 
was informed, that he was guilty of other aggra- 

G pvyating 


the Atonement of his Treaſon, than to recur to, and 


_ ferent diſpoſition. If ever there was ſuch a propo- 


verneſs; nor could he give credit to the report of 


( 50). 


vating crimes, which alone would render him an 
object of horror and deteſtation to all good men, 
tho? the guilt of Rebellion had not been added to 
them, that of adviſing the putting to death thoſe 
were priſoners before the battle of Culloden; and 
adviſing or approving of the bloody and barbarous 
order for giving no quarter to his Majeſty's troops 
at that battle. | 

- Your Petitioner begs leave to aſſure your Royal 
Highnefs, that he never gave, or had any opportu- 
nity to give ſuch advice, That he never was at a 


council, while he was ſo unhappy as to be engaged 


in the Rebellion, except one at Darby; for which 
he appeals to any in or about London, who may 


know, if ever he was ſeen at one. | ö 
Cruelty was never a part of your Petitioner's | 


character, either in the former part of his life, or 
during his engagement with the rebels; and many 
priſoners, all he had acceſs to, will teſtify that his 
behaviour to, and care of them, ſhew'd a very dit- 


ſal made, with reſpect to the priſoners, your Peti- 
tioner muſt have fallen under the imputation of it, 
by a miſtake of names, he himſelf having neve' 
heard of it. SN | . 

For the order to give no quarter your Petitioner 
likewiſe proteſts he never knew or heard of any 
ſuch thing, till he was ſome days a priſoner at I- 


tt, till he was aſſured your Royal Highneſs had got 
the original order, ſigned, George Murray, And 
the Petitioner preſumes, that order muſt have been 
given by the perſon who ſign'd it of himſelf ; for 
all orders that ever came to your Petitioner's hands, 
were ſigned by Mr. Soulevan, : 

Your Petitioner moſt humbly intreats your Royal 


_ Highneſs, out of your princely juſtice and com- 


paſſion 
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paſſion, for an unfortunate man, already unhappy 
enough from his conſciouſneſs of the crime he is 
juſtly condemned for, to entertain no ſuch ſenti- 
ments of him as would aggravate the odium of his 
memory, and add to the guilt of his publick of- 
fence, by private injuries in the conduct of it. And 
that your Royal Highneſs would be pleaſed to in- 
form yourſelf of the truth of what is above hum- 


| bly repreſented, from thoſe who may beſt know, 


and if it ſhall appear, or be preſumeable, that your 
Royal Highneſs's information has not been well 
grounded, or that any miſtake of names has been 
the cauſe of it; let no more be imputed to the Pe- 
titioner than he juſtly deſerves. Let not his charac- 
ter ſuffer for the faults of others; and cruelty and 
inhumanity, without ground, be added to his pub- 
lick crime of Rebellion. 


And if your Royal Highneſs ſpall, upon farther 
examination, find reaſon to believe your Pe- 
titioner innocent of theſe malicious and de- 
teſtable ſentiments, he humbly begs leave 10 
implore your Royal Higbneſs's interceſſion 
with his Majeſty in his behalf, for a life 
which always has been, till this unhappy in- 
terruption, and ſhall, in all that may remain 
of it, be ſpent in the ſervice of his Maje- 
ſty, your Royal Highneſs, and your auguſt 
Houſe ;, and in the moſt fervent prayers for 
the bappineſs and proſperity of your illu- 
ſtrious Family, ; 
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Of the univerſal ſenſe of good and evil. 

The characters of the righteous and 
£924 man coinpared; or beneyolence 

the nobleſt branch of ſocial virtue. 

The perfection of the Chriſtian ſcheme 
of benevolence z in anſwer to the ob- 
jection from its not having particu- 

' larly recommended private friendſhip, 
and the love of our country, 

Of the image of God in man; or the 
excellency of human nature. 

God not an arbitrary being, 


Of the abuſes of free-thinking, 


Of Myſteries. 
Agur*s prayer; or the middle condition 


of life, generally, the moſt eligible, 
The miſchiefs of flaviſh complaiſance 


and cowardice. n 


Rules for the profitable reading the Holy 


Scriptures, 
Of Hereſy. 
Of Schiſm, 
Of the pleaſures -of a religious life, 


Religion founded on reaſon, and the 


right of private judgment. 
The evidence of a future ſtate, on the 
principles of reaſon and revelation, 
diſtinctly conſider d. 
The nature, folly, and danger of ſeof- 
fing at religion. 


0 . 


Of moral and natural evil. 

Of the true principle of virtue. 

Of the nature, Divine original, and au- 
thority of conictjence, _ 

The plea of an erroneous conſcience di- 

ſtinctly canſider d, and argued. 

The influences of the Spirit entirely 
per ſuaſive and moral; and its fruits of 
the ſame kind with the dictates of 
natural Conſcience. 

Of Anger. 

The time when Chriſtianity was made 
known proved to be the fitteſt, from 
the ſtate and circumſtances of the 
world, 

The wiſdom of God in the various 
ranks and ſubordinations of Human 
life, 

The glory of God beſt promoted by the 


moral re&itude and happineſs of his 
Creatures. | 
The folly of imitating popular and fa- 
ſhionable vices. 3 
The ſublimity and extent of Chriſtian 
Morals, 


Of lincerity, as oppoſed to prejudice, _ 
-Of the true idea and improvemient of 


Human Life, 
The kingdom of God, under the dif- 
penſation of the Goſpel, not an ex- 


ternal and ritual, but a moral con- 


ſtitution. | 
Univerſal charity the eſſence and life of 
religion. 
The peculiar guilt and infamy of pre- 
valling wickedneſs in an enlighten'd 
and polite age. 
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SERMONS by JAurs FosrER. 
PR VO L. III. 


* God no reſpecter of perſons. The nature of a heavenly converſation 
The ſcripture doctrine of juſtification explained. 
oerplimd. On incredulity, and the morality of 


: Rang refletions on the hiſtory of Faith. 

; The different characters of true Reli- 
/ Of the natural relation of men to God, Zion, and Enthuſiaſm, N 
and their common tie to each other. Of theft, fraud, and extortion, 

Of Murder, and the vices and cuſtoms The doctrine of a particular Providence 


leading to it. conſidered. 

Of Duels, and Self- murder. Of the unity of God, and the Jewwiſfs 
On the example and moral character of theocracy. 
Chriſt. On the ſeventh commandment. 


VOI. IV. 


f The love of God a rational principle, The true ground of the argument, from 


and a moral virtue. reaſon, for a future ſtate. 

Of the true happineſs of man. Of the Sabbath, and the moral ground 
The miſchicfs of vanity, and an af- of public worſhip. 

” feQted wiſdom, Virtue an uniform and conſiſtent cha- 
© The diſtinct offices and uſes of reaſon, rater, 

and revelation. A general diſcourſe on the nature and 


5 Of blaſphemy, and prophane ſwearing uſe of prayer, 
: Of exemplary and ſhining characters of Thi reaſonableneſs of that branch of 


|| virtve. prayer, which 1s ſtiled interceſſion, 
M ſlander and defamation, Of Idolatry, and viſiting the iniquities 
| of covetouſneſs, envy, and diſcontent, of the fathers upon the children, 

3 1 of conlideratione — On the Mediation of Chriſt. 
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